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President’s Report         
 
   This past year CTSB has accomplished much in our ongoing effort to serve the 
people of our Five Town Community with locally produced programming of interest to 
them. 
 
    On August 1, 2006 Time Warner Cable (TWC) took over from Adelphia, and is now 
providing cable service in our viewing area. TWC has “inherited” the existing franchise 
agreements between the five towns of Great Barrington, Lee, Lenox, Sheffield and 
Stockbridge and is bound by them until these contracts expire. Consequently, the 
agreements between the Five Towns and CTSB will continue to remain the same. Fees 
for public, educational and governmental access television (PEG) will be collected by 
TWC from its subscribers and passed on to CTSB to fund our operation. While it has 
been a fairly smooth transition, there were some issues that affected CTSB. One was a 
change in CTSB’s channel numbers from 15, 16 and 17 to 16, 17, and 18 in January of 
2007. Another change was the accounting and payment method to CTSB. CTSB has 
been working closely with the Five Town Cable Advisory Committee and Peter Taubkin, 
Vice President for Governmental Relations and Public Affairs at TWC to establish a 
good working relationship with the “new kid on the block”. 
 
   There has been a lot of discussion of the proposed Massachusetts Cable Choice and 
Competition Act. If passed, this bill would permit telephone companies, in our area 
Verizon, to compete in this market by providing cable in addition to telephone and 
internet services. While competition is certainly welcome, the terms and conditions need 
to be established to provide a level playing field for all. One important issue is the PEG 
access fee (currently capped at 5%) collected from subscribers by the cable company 
and passed on to local municipalities for the operation of local public access stations. 
The proposed legislation might remove that requirement from new providers, thus 
creating an undue burden on the existing cable providers. If enacted as proposed, it 
would demonstrably reduce the actual income for CTSB, thereby crippling our ability to 
continue to operate.  It is also important to allow local municipalities to remain in control 
of cable franchise agreements rather than the State of Massachusetts.  
 
   A rewarding event occurred in February of 2007, when CTSB won settlement of a 
claim filed against Adelphia. This claim was for non-payment of PEG access fees and 
matching funds collected from subscribers but not passed on to CTSB as set forth in our 
Access Corporation Agreement. Thanks to former president Jim Balfanz’s indefatigable 
efforts and perseverance in preparing documentation, CTSB was able to file a claim and 
obtain settlement in bankruptcy court. Attorney Charles Ferris represented CTSB. The 
check for $18,000 was received and the matter is now closed. 
 
 
   In our effort to raise additional funds for ongoing facilities improvement, the Resource 
Development Committee (under the leadership of co-chairmen Olga May Milligan and 
Linda Barbadoro) planned and hosted an “Arts and Antiques Appraisal Day” in January 
of 2007. Local businessman Charles Flint and his wife Joy volunteered their time to do 
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the appraisals. Though turnout was less than what anticipated, there was a net gain. I 
want to thank Charlie and Joy for their consistent and continued support of CTSB.  
 
  The Resource Development Committee completed work on a new CTSB promotion 
folder to be used for various fundraising appeals. The folder and accompanying DVD is 
topflight. Station Manager Leo Mahoney and his summer interns Naren Kelso and Mark 
Geyer produced the DVD. This unit will be used in our effort to secure steady 
underwriting and sponsorship support from the business community in exchange for 
recognition on our three channels.  
   There is a never ending need to replace outdated equipment and to keep up with 
modern digital technology while operating your local public access station. It will be 
challenging in the future for CTSB’s board of directors and staff to make a special effort 
regarding the business dynamics involving underwriting, sponsorship and fundraising to 
secure steady sponsorship from the business community.  
 
    Many corporations, businesses, individuals and organizations have supported CTSB 
by underwriting the bulletin board, and with cash donations, services and grants. Many 
thanks for your generosity and partnership. We hope we can count on your continued 
support as we move towards the future.  
 

   A major undertaking for CTSB was the annual Fall 
Festival of Shakespeare in November of 2006.  Eleven 
regional high schools participated in this event by 
performing eleven Shakespeare plays.  CTSB was given 
the rights to record these eleven performances. Our 
remote production truck was set up at Shakespeare & 
Company in Lenox for four days of production. At least 
260 man hours of work were spent by our three person 
staff and a few volunteers to cover this event. After the 
eleven performances had been recorded, they were edited 
to produce programming, and videos for sale. CTSB was 
able to produce and fill approximately 160 mail orders for 
DVDs by the middle of December. This was an ambitious 
undertaking. I would like to thank our staff, board 
members Pat Fennell and Jack Hoffmire (who operated 

cameras), and other board members for their assistance. 
 
    The following volunteers spent many hours during those four days: Matt Fillio, 
Frederic Gordon, Susan Jameson, Bruce Kaiden, Naren Kelso, Kari Kennon, Matti Kiin, 
Michael Lane, Fidel Moreno, Steve Nikitas, Karin Joy Passmore, Al Saldarini, Danielle 
Salice, Bob Stevens, Suzanne Pelton, Scott Pelton-Stroud, Priscilla Cook, Lynn 
Pandell, Nicole Pandell, David Lane, Nancy Gelinas, Franki Mahoney. Thank you.   
 
 
 

The 2006 Fall Festival of 
Shakespeare DVD 
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   We were able to continue “Sports Weekly”, a program started in the winter of 2006. 
Volunteers Jim Balfanz and Tony Passetto recorded a number of high school sports 
events. Thank you for your contribution of time and talent. 
 
   In January of 2007 a student from Monument Mountain Regional High School started 
internship for academic credit at CTSB. It has been and is CTSB’s intent to teach and 
train, and to give interested persons an opportunity to study production in a public 
access television station. As in previous years, we have made four scholarships of 
$300.00 available to qualifying students and we are currently seeking applications from 
high school seniors. 
 
    For CTSB to continue to grow, it will be necessary to recruit more volunteers and 
additional board members.  Each of the five towns we serve can have up to five 
representatives to be on the board of directors of CTSB. Sheffield is currently not 
represented at all and all other towns have vacancies that could be filled. We are a 
volunteer-run not-for-profit organization and many tasks need to be performed by 
volunteers. Our staff of three employees lacks the time to do them.  
 
       The board of directors would like to thank our staff, Station Manager Leo Mahoney, 
Production Coordinator Steven Borns, and Operations Manager Nick Ring. CTSB 
continues to improve because of their outstanding work. 
   Our regular videographers Abigail Childs, Nick Diller, Bruce Kaiden, Matti Kiin, Karin 
Joy Passmore and Erica Spizz have proved to be reliable in recording vital town 
meetings, school board meetings and special meetings. Thank you to each of you. 
CTSB needs you and depends on you. 
 
   We have made marked improvements in the technical and technological side. 
Programming has been of consistent and good quality and variety.   
 
   We have also made progress on the administrative and business side.  Much 
groundwork was done by Jim Balfanz during his two years as president of CTSB. We 
have built on good business policies which were instituted by him. I would like to thank 
the officers and the board of directors for supporting those policies.  The result is a 
fiscally sound and well-run organization. 
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   This Annual Report includes the financial statement for the last fiscal year. It reflects 
the dedication of your volunteers at CTSB in accepting the responsibility as stewards of 
the funds provided by the community. My special thanks to Stephen Cozzaglio, 
Secretary and Chairman of the Finance Committee, who has done the bookkeeping and 
record keeping in compliance with accounting requirements from our auditors. Much 
credit goes to Treasurer Paul Gibbons for managing our funds in a fiscally sound and 
responsible way.  
 
   It has been a pleasure to work with the Selectmen from all five towns, with the Five 
Town Cable Advisory Committee, and numerous other community members. Together 
we have met our common goal: providing the best possible service to our viewers.  
Much has been accomplished and we are looking forward to even more progress in the 
coming years.  Thank you. 
 
Roswitha Metz, 
President 
 
 

 
               On air slide promoting CTSB’s school closing announcements 
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Report from the Station Manager 
2007: A Year of Change 
 
 This annual report marks the completion of my first year as Station Manager.  I 
am very pleased to report that Community Television for the Southern Berkshires 
(CTSB) has had a very positive and constructive twelve months.  My goal for the year 
was to rekindle community interest and support.  The most convincing way, I found, that 
I could inform the community about the changes we have made here at CTSB was to 
show them to our viewers.  The first item on the agenda was quality.  By listening to the 
viewer feedback, it was clear that the community sensed this as well. Many of our 
viewers had ceased to watch local government or school meetings due to the poor 
sound and quality of the picture.  If we were going to bring back an audience, we would 
have to produce programming that had a clearer picture and a cleaner sound.  The 
station’s first priority was to fine-tune the equipment that feeds our signal to the cable 
company.  This undertaking was only the beginning of CTSB’s reconstructive process.   
 Over the course of three months, Nick Ring (Operations Manager) and I worked 
closely with the new men and women who run the cameras at the Selectmen’s 
Meetings.  The videographers were introduced to the proper way to control light levels 
at the meetings they were to record.  They learned that the video level has a direct 
impact on the audio quality.  If the meetings were recorded with a high video level, the 
audio of the program would become distorted.  The back-end equipment also needed to 
be brought up to its technical standards.  By properly adjusting the video and audio 
outputs the meetings could be seen and heard with clarity.  As the quality of our 
programming began to improve, the amount of viewers we had began its rapid increase.  
Our phones began to ring with viewers who wanted to know when meetings were 
scheduled to air.  Traffic to the company website began to increase, as the viewers 
could easily access the program schedule on the site.  
 These improvements on the Government channel were not limited to only the 
previously recorded meetings. The live Selectmen’s Meetings benefited greatly from 
these improvements as well. On average, CTSB produces six live meetings a month 
from any of the following locations: 
 

·  CTSB studio 
·  Duffin Theater (Lenox High School 
·  Great Barrington Town Hall 
·  Lee High School 
·  Lee Town Hall 
·  Mt. Everett High School 
·  Sheffield Town Hall 
·  Stockbridge Town Hall 

 
CTSB’s coverage of school board meetings has also grown immensely. Being 

up-trained in meeting coverage, CTSB’s camera crews utilize their training skills at 
every meeting they cover.  Public Access also benefited from the technical 
improvements.  Now that local producers have seen the changes CTSB has made in 
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their programming, they have found it to be an opportunity for their messages to be 
seen and heard in South County.  

The Community Bulletin Boards are seeing a dramatic increase in the amount of 
viewers. Approximately 85% of active pages on the bulletin boards are upcoming 
community events, 5% of the pages are underwriter information and the remaining 
pages are CTSB promotional pages.  This year CTSB has offered several new features 
to the boards: 

 
·  School Closings – The four surrounding school districts have the ability to post 

school closings or ‘delayed opening’ slides. 
·  Lost Pets – Viewers who have lost a pet can send CTSB a photo and information 

about the lost pet and we will air the information for two weeks. 
·  Viewer Photos – Several times a year CTSB asks viewers to send in digital 

photographs that we will post on a bulletin board. 
·  Town Government Announcements – The five towns are welcome to post 

multiple slides announcing upcoming meetings for all town boards and other 
timely announcements. 

 
  Interest in studio usage has also increased over the past year.  Studio veterans 
like Olga May Milligan and Monument Mountain Television continue to use the studio for 
monthly and weekly productions.  New members have been joining and will be 
instructed in the proper ways to utilize the studio so they can produce a quality program.  
Some recent success stories include: 
 

·  A Journey Through You Massachusetts Constitution – To date, this group of four 
individuals have produced 17 half-hour programs in less than a year. 

·  Lee Library Association – This group is ready to edit their third annual art show, 
The Creative Lee III. 

·  The Nutshell Playhouse – This group of individuals are also new members of 
CTSB.  The puppeteers entertain children year round throughout Berkshire 
County.  They are currently working on a children’s television show for the 
station.  

·  St. Mary’s Elementary School – The schools 7th grade class wrote and produced 
a program promoting an open house.  Nick Ring and I ran two production classes 
at the school to teach the students how to properly operate cameras and audio 
equipment. 

·  The Lenox Triad – Veteran CTSB producer Bob Stevens hosts “Timely Topics”, a 
monthly talk show sponsored by the Lenox Council on Aging. 
. 

 Over the past year Nick Ring, Steven Borns and I have held five video production 
classes due to the developing interest and enthusiasm for CTSB.  Beginning this 
summer we will hold a monthly open house and invite guests to our facility and show 
them what CTSB has to offer.  
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Sports Weekly Announcer Kevin Morandi 

 
 The successes of projects such as “Sports Weekly” are only achieved because of 
dedicated community members who want to promote high school sports in South 
County.  Individuals like Tony Passetto and Jim Balfanz, who have recorded high school 
sporting events on their own time, give us the motivation to seek out financial 
underwriters and to further develop our television sports programs.   
 

I would like to recognize the fine businesses that have contributed financially to 
the station.  Their donations go a long way in helping CTSB cover production costs.  
Our special thanks to: 

 
Sports Underwriters  

Dresser-Hull    Toole Insurance Agency 
Frank Consolati Insurance  Valley Roll-off Dumpster    
Henry’s Electric   Vuolo Renovations 
LB Corporation   Zabian’s  
Panayiotis Grill & Pizzeria 
 
 
 

 
  Bulletin Board Underwriters  
   Berkshire Bank   Greylock Federal Credit Union 
   Berkshire Co-op Market  Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club 
   Charles Flint Antiques  Tri-Town Paving 
             Cove Bowling Lanes            Wheeler & Taylor 
   Dresser-Hull    Let Me Do It 
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In November CTSB was awarded first place for “Best 
Station Promotion” in the ninth annual Alliance for 
Community Media North East Video Festival. In the 
category of Promo/PSA, the first place award went to 
“Word Game”, a 30 second promotion directed and 
edited by Station Manager, Leo Mahoney. The PSA 
uses the voices of media personality and CTSB 
Board of Directors member Bob Balogh, 11 year old 
Cassandra Houle and 8 year old sister, Becca. The 
two Housatonic girls and their brother Zachary drew 
the artwork used in the promotion which is based on 
a child’s word game. The promo can be seen on the 
CTSB TV website, www.ctsbtv.org. 
 
 Recently I was in a Town Hall setting up some 
equipment and a selectman asked me how 
everything was at CTSB.  I responded that things 
were going very well at the station.  The selectman 

then said, “I’m not sure what’s going on down there, but whatever it is that you’re doing, 
keep it up!”  All of us at CTSB do plan on keeping up the hard work and progress we are 
making.  In the upcoming year we will continue to focus on increasing our membership, 
develop plans for a greater community presence and continue to produce quality 
programming.  
 
Leo W. Mahoney 
CTSB Station Manager 
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Report from the Operations Manager 
 

As I write this, I am nearing the conclusion of my first year as Operations 
Manager at CTSB.  I have found this year to be stimulating and fulfilling.  I am fortunate 
to have the former Operations Manager, Leo Mahoney, still onsite as our Station 
Manager.  His insight and guidance have been terrifically supportive, as well as the 
experience of my office mate, Production Coordinator Steven Borns. 

 
On-Air Quality 

As a CTSB viewer, I have seen a positive direction in the technical quality of its 
programming over the last few years and am confident we have continued that positive 
trend this year and are marked for further improvement in the next.   

There are several areas of focus for those improvements.  For any show aired on 
CTSB, we must ensure the quality of the production—the video and the audio.  Our 
recordings of public meetings have shown significant improvement in the quality of 
production.  This is attributable to several factors.  We have continued to provide 
training for videographers on microphone placement and improved use of the 
equipment, including further knowledge of the technical concepts and a more in-depth 
use of the equipment’s feature sets.  

Historically, we have experienced issues with the transmission of live meetings 
that limited the quality of those broadcasts and had, at times, forced us to cancel or 
suspend live broadcasts from certain locations.  This year, we installed new filtering 
equipment at each of our live locations that has allowed for brighter meetings, clearer 
audio, and a stronger signal back to the station for broadcast. 

We have experienced distortion in the audio of some of our field recordings.  This 
distortion can enter at several different places in the chain.  In the field, I have worked 
with the videographers to produce a louder, cleaner audio signal, but with sufficient 
headroom to avoid most cases of level bursts.  In the studio, I have installed a 
compressor/limiter on encoding station 1 to further reduce the effects of divergent audio 
levels on recordings and maximize the volume of our recordings.  An additional unit will 
be purchased for encoding station 2 in Q1 of the 2007 budget period. 

This year we experienced a transition in our cable provider as Time Warner 
Cable took over our area from the previous provider, Adelphia.  Time Warner introduced 
a new channel lineup, resulting in our channel locations shifting. Our PEG stations on 
channels 15, 16, and 17 shifted up one channel each to 16, 17, and 18.  Time Warner 
employees have been helpful in the transition. 
 
Remote Vehicle 

Our remote vehicle continues to hold on to life, though it is severely aging.  The 
remote vehicle is a box truck on a 1983 Chevrolet base.  In the last year we have 
replaced the front tires that had succumbed to dry rot and had some engine work done, 
providing the truck with a valid 2007 inspection sticker.  We have begun strategizing 
and preparing for the inevitable day in which the remote truck is retired from the road. 

We have used the truck for a variety of events, including the Fall Festival of 
Shakespeare, the Lee Founders’ Day Parade, the Dowmel Lecture Series at Monument 
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Mountain Regional High School, and a Gubernatorial Candidates Debate held at the 
Mahaiwe Performing Arts Center in Great Barrington.   

 
Production Flow 

To increase our productivity and reduce the field-to-air time of our incoming 
programming, I installed a second encoding station, allowing concurrent program 
encoding.  This second station also serves as a DVD duplicator allowing us to duplicate 
up to six DVDs at a time. 

This year we also installed, in addition to our current dubbing rack, a station for 
burning DVDs and VHS tapes directly fed from our Tightrope Media Server.  We have 
also begun using the second encoding station to produce DVDs directly from media files 
on the network. 

Jonathan Charow has integrated our two Final Cut Pro editing stations into the 
network with the Tightrope server and to a soon-to-be-completed media server via 
gigabit Ethernet.  This, along with other steps, such as the planned control room 
upgrade, is bringing us closer to a fully digital workflow. 

This year we upgraded to Final Cut Pro Studio 5, which brings with it a host of 
tools for editing and post-production with greater support for digital work flow and 
improved integration of DVD authoring. 

 
Community Connections 
 In the past year we have worked with a variety of community organizations and 
individuals, both in the field and in the studio.   

Monument Mountain High School students are again using our studios to 
produce MMTV each Sunday.  They have taken good care of the studio as they 
produce their program with Paul Kakley.  We continue to broadcast live student-
produced programming from Lee High School and from Mount Everett High School in  

Sheffield.  Additionally, Leo and I worked 
with the 7th grade class of St. Mary’s School.  We 
trained and supported them in the production of 
a school public service announcement from 
script to completion.  This project included terrific 
editing work from Scott Cameron.  The students 
of St. Mary’s are currently developing a monthly 
news program to join the ranks of our other 
student shows. 

In addition to the three to seven regularly 
scheduled Selectmen and School Committee 
meetings per week, our videographers set up 
and recorded Sports Weekly events.  Over the 
course of the fall and winter seasons we filmed 

over 70 high school football and basketball 
games from Lee, Lenox, Great Barrington, and 
Sheffield.   Many of these games required a 

different workflow than that required for the meetings, from creative setup on hillsides 
and bleachers with a full-game announcer and post-production work to underwriting 

        Nick Ring with St. Mary's students 
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credits and scoreboards.  These games, while challenging at times and requiring a 
significant amount of staff and volunteer time, have been positively received by the 
community. 

We have received a number of calls from community members requesting 
coverage of their events.  We provided coverage for as many as possible from our pool 
of volunteers or staff.  If there were no CTSB volunteers available, we provided in-depth 
training and the equipment for an event volunteer to perform the recording.  I am 
working to expand our pool of available volunteers to cover the important events within 
our community. 

While most programming brought to the station is in ready-to-air condition, we 
have seen some programming brought in by members that needs additional work.   
With the help of our intern Will Davis, we brought these to air by conditioning video, 
fixing audio, creating credits, and other editing and post-production work. 

This year I supervised three interns, Will Davis, Naren Kelso, and Mark Geyer on 
numerous projects.  We are now preparing for a summer intern.  In my capacity as 
intern coordinator, I am compiling a list of interested students and will be interviewing 
them for the summer position.  

Throughout the year we have worked with a variety of local groups and 
individuals, including a 17 part series on reform of the Massachusetts Constitution, 
children’s theater, interview programs with artists and politicians, and production work 
on public service announcements. 

One of the exciting projects I’ve worked on this year is drawing a connection 
between CTSB and the other community-media outlet in the area, WBCR-LP.  WBCR-
LP is a low-power 100W non-commercial radio station based in Great Barrington.  Its 
volunteers create and oversee more than 90 programs each week.  I have worked with 
Andy Potter, producer of the weekly program Locally Grown to provide him with audio 
from our coverage of local meetings and events and in return have also received audio 
from WBCR-LP for CTSB projects.  Working with Ann Condon, we recently filmed and 
aired a recording of the radio program Town Hall 101 with guests including town officials 
from Great Barrington and Richmond.   We will expand this joint coverage of local 
issues and events in a relationship that is mutually beneficial, providing the members of 
our community with greater reach in their efforts, drawing more people into the area of 
participatory media, and bringing more volunteers to both stations. 
 
Future Plans 
 In the coming year, we have many projects to look forward to.  Primary goals 
include continuing to produce fine programming in our studio and in the field, increasing 
the use of our facilities by members of the community and providing training for those 
members so that they possess the skills to produce programming.   
 We will be redesigning the website (www.ctsbtv.org) with an eye toward 
improved interaction with the community.  The new website will provide greater access 
to CTSB programming through improved access to our on-air schedule, streaming 
media and video on demand.  In addition to media content, the website will improve 
access to station and community information and highlight the work of our members and 
those involved in the station. 
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Station Manager Leo Mahoney and I are currently developing a three year plan 
to move to an all-digital workflow, including the upgrade of our control room, digital field 
recording, and preparations for a digital broadcast signal. 

I look forward to another year of engaging our community in participatory media; 
training them to acquire appropriate skills; covering town and community events; and 
advancing the quality of CTSB productions. 

  
Nick Ring, 
Operations Manager 
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Report from the Production Coordinator 
 
We have been working through multiple transitions this year: Time Warner takeover 
from Adelphia, a change of channels, two out of three staff changes, and the 
implementation of semi-automated program playback, Tightrope Media Systems 
(TRMS). 
 
Among its features, TRMS is a database-driven, online inventory management system 
for media assets. In CTSB's case, this would be programs and bulletin board slides. It 
has proved extremely versatile and useful, allowing remote program management 
during a snow day, for example.  As long as the initial data entry is accurate and the 
GIGO Principle is followed ["garbage in, garbage out"], TRMS performs with few 
problems. 
 
Thanks to IT specialist Jon Charow for implementing and maintaining our computer 
network, and to Operations Manager Nick Ring for assistance -- and persistence -- in 
figuring out things technical. 

 
The past year has seen a sizable move -- 
which we have encouraged -- of  
delivering programs on Digital Versatile (or 
Video) Discs (DVDs) rather than on videotape. 
This reflects the technology developments in 
society, and requires CTSB to continue its 
progression from analog to digital in all areas 
of its services -- from back office to production 
to distribution.  This year has seen a rise in the 
quality of our meeting coverage, both taped 
and live.  Our meeting videographers continue 
to perfect their skills and give us valuable 
feedback on equipment performance and 

conditions in the field.  CTSB depends on our stalwarts, Abby Childs, Nick Diller, Bruce 
Kaiden, Mati Kiin, Karin Joy Passmore, and Erica Spizz.  We are greatly aided by Will 
Davis, Mark Geyer, Naren Kelso, Al Saldarini, and Erin Saldarini.   
 
Several community volunteers have added significantly to our programs, among them 
Fidel Moreno and Ron Gilbert for the Berkshire Institute for Lifetime Learning and Joys 
of Tanglewood.  Local sports have been covered by Jim Balfanz, and especially Tony 
Passetto -- kudos.  Scott Cameron has added his fine editing touch to many of our 
programs. 
 

Mike Lane & Bruce Kaiden at Fall Festival 
of Shakespeare 
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Volunteer Dolores Eckert continues to do a tremendous job of producing Microsoft 
PowerPoint on-air bulletin board postings on a regular basis.  TRMS allows for a 
number of information feeds, and I am looking forward to developing community input 
from a wide variety of sources.  This winter the high schools posted their own snow 
closings, for example. 
 
I am hopeful that we will be able to extend our multimedia services further into our 
communities.  After over a year of trying, for example, we only just aired our first 
program taped at the local FM radio station in Great Barrington.  We continue to work 
with groups to air issues of community concern, and to seek and support community 
contributions of all kinds. 
 
CTSB's Sports Weekly initiative of high school sports coverage amounted  
to 120% of our school committee meeting coverage in number of events covered, 
practically doubling our education channel programming.  This was a major effort of the 
station utilizing considerable resources, adding at least 25% to our total meeting 
coverage.  This may even be more so because of the additional location production, 
editing and sponsorship requirements for many of the programs. 
 
Please note that this year's program statistics comprise nine (9) rather than twelve (12) 
months.  For comparison purposes, one might extrapolate one full year by multiplying a 
given figure by 1.25. 
 
 
Steven Borns 
Production Coordinator 
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Programming Statistics 
 
The following statistics provide information on the nature and amount of programming 
aired on CTSB’s three P.E.G. channels:  Public, Channel 16, Education, Channel 17, 
and Government, Channel 18.  Previous to this year, data was tabulated from July  
1st of the previous year to June 30 th of the following year. Data for this annual 
report is tabulated from where the last annual repo rt ended – the previous nine (9) 
months. 
 
 

Nature and Amount of Programming Aired by CTSB: 
 
 Total Programming Aired  includes the total number of programs and the amount of 
time in hours that aired on CTSB.  It is composed of programs from all sources:  CTSB-
produced , produced in Berkshire County (e.g., from Pittsfield Community Television 
or from a nonmember resident of the county), and produced Outside  of Berkshire 
County, some of which require a Wraparound  introduction and closing by a local 
sponsor.  These statistics do not include hours of Community Bulletin Board 
programming.  The playback system is set to default to the Community Bulletin Board 
when a show is not playing.  Statistics for 2005/2006, 2004/2005, 2003/2004, and 
2002/2003 are taken from previous annual reports.   
 
This report provides five (5) years of statistical analysis for comparison of CTSB’s 
performance over that time period.  First-Run Hours represents hours of first-time, 
original non-replay programming.  First-Run may be either Live  or Taped.  For the 
purposes of this report, an additional category, Live Programs , has been tallied for 
some years.  This consists mostly of programs which CTSB airs as they are produced, 
e.g., selectmen’s meetings and high school programs.  At this time, TRMS does not 
have a “live” search feature for its reporting function. 
 
Please note that there is a margin of error in the numbers, due to program run time 
estimates, data entry inconsistency or omissions of relevant data.  The following 
numbers are accurate to the best of our ability to compile programming data at this time.  
PLEASE NOTE THAT THE CURRENT PROGRAM YEAR COMPILES NINE MONTHS 
rather than the usual twelve. 
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Total Programming Aired  
 2006/2007 

[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006* 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

      
PUBLIC 

(Programs // 
Hours) 

564 Prog’s //  
453 Hrs 

522 Prog’s // 
430 Hrs 

511 Prog’s 
// 440 Hrs 

  

EDUCATION 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

248 Prog’s //  
277 Hrs 

275 Prog’s // 
556 Hrs 

133 Prog’s 
// 227 Hrs 

  

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

209 Prog’s //  
344 Hrs 

158 Prog’s // 
308 Hrs 

189 Prog’s 
// 353 Hrs 

  

First Run 
Programs 

1021 
Programs 

955 Prog’s 833 Prog’s 1097 1403 

First-Run Hours 1075 Hours 1294 Hrs 1021 Hrs 1177 1247 
      

PUBLIC 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

2 Prog’s // 
6 Hrs 

29 Prog’s // 
64 Hrs 

17 Prog’s 
// 15 Hrs 

  

EDUCATION 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

185 Prog’s // 
84 Hrs 

207 Prog’s // 
563 Hrs 

38 Prog’s 
// 36 Hrs 

  

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

60 Prog’s // 
180 Hrs 

54 Prog’s // 
134 Hrs 

59 Prog’s 
// 166 Hrs 

  

Live Programs 247 Prog’s 300 Prog’s 114 Prog’s 138 249 
Live Hours 270 Hours 763 Hrs 219 Hrs 204 435 
      

PUBLIC 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

5526 Prog’s //  
4143 Hrs 

5394 Prog’s // 
4014 Hrs 

3153 
Prog’s // 
2418 Hrs 

  

EDUCATION 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

2395 Prog’s //  
2380 Hrs 

1869 Prog’s // 
2946 Hrs 

1798 
Prog’s // 
2721 Hrs 

  

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // 

Hours) 

1828 Prog’s //  
2280 Hrs 

1985 Prog’s // 
2972 Hrs 

1874 
Prog’s // 
3083 Hrs 

  

Total Programs, 
including Replay  

9749 
Programs 

9248 Prog’s 6825 
Prog’s 

5442 3629 

Total Hours, 
including Replay  

8804 Hours 9932 Hrs 8223 Hrs 5535 3170 



CTSB 2007 Annual Report   17 

A. CTSB-Produced Programming 
 
This category consists primarily of the required selectmen’s and school committee 
meetings, baby and special and annual town meetings, school sports events (Sports 
Weekly), and five-town cable advisory committee meetings. 
 

 2006/2007 
[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

      
PUBLIC 

 (Programs // Hours) 
70 Prog’s 
// 48 Hrs 

106 Prog’s 
// 94 Hrs 

83 Prog’s 
// 80 Hrs 

  

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

205 Prog’s 
// 246 Hrs 

87 Prog’s 
// 145 Hrs 

100 Prog’s 
// 206 Hrs 

  

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

174 Prog’s 
// 320Hrs 

124 Prog’s 
// 292 Hrs 

126 Prog’s 
// 319 Hrs 

  

First-Run Programs 449 Prog’ 317 Prog’s 309 Prog’s 486 214 
First-Run Hours 614 Hrs 531 Hrs 605 Hrs 672 465 
      

PUBLIC 
 (Programs // Hours) 

2 Prog’s // 
6 Hrs 

23 Prog’s 
// 59 Hrs 

16 Prog’s 
// 13 Hrs 

  

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

21 Prog’s 
// 21Hrs 

11 Prog’s 
// 10 Hrs 

30 Prog’s 
// 29 Hrs 

  

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

60 Prog’s 
//180 Hrs 

54 Prog’s 
// 134 Hrs 

59 Prog’s// 
166 Hrs 

  

Live Programs 83 Prog’s 88 Prog’s 105 Prog’s 129 220 
Live Hours 207 Hrs 203 Hrs 208 Hrs 171 317 
      

PUBLIC 
 (Programs // Hours) 

691 Prog’s 
// 385 Hrs 

1429 
Prog’s // 
993 Hrs 

920 Prog’s 
// 834 Hrs 

  

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

1768 
Prog’s // 
2003 Hrs 

1117 
Prog’s// 
1671 Hrs 

1375 
Prog’s // 
2449 Hrs 

  

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

1483 
Prog’s // 
2067 Hrs 

1803 
Prog’s// 
2875 Hrs 

1611 
Prog’s // 
2970 Hrs 

  

Total Programs, 
including Replay 

3942 
Prog’s 

4349 
Prog’s 

3906 3250 678 

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

4455 Hrs 5539 Hrs 6254 4031 1415 
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A. i.  Selectmen’s Meetings  (GOVERNMENT Channel 18 ) 
 2006/2007 

[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

      
First-Run Programs 156 Prog’ 96 Prog’s 111 130 107 
First-Run Hours 299 Hrs 227 Hrs 272 215 231 
      
Live Programs 60 Prog’s 50 Prog’s 52 47 68 
Live Hours 80 Hrs 122 Hrs 91 91 160 
      
Total Programs, 
including Replay 

1404 
Prog’s 

1316 
Prog’s 

1392 908 387 

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

1972 Hrs 2255 Hrs 2461 1217 738 

 
 

A. ii.  School Committee Meetings  (EDUCATION Chann el 16) 
 2006/2007 

[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

      
First-Run Programs 61 Prog’s 49 Prog’s 60 120 107 
First-Run Hours 100 Hrs 123 Hrs 161 242 234 
      
Live Programs    6 31 
Live Hours    16 88 
      
Total Programs, 
including Replay 

592 Prog’ 672 Prog’s 1036 843 291 

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

986 Hrs 1331 Hrs 2030 1474 677 

 
A. iii.  Sports Weekly (High School Sports)  (EDUCA TION Channel 16)  

 2006/2007 
[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006    

      
First-Run Programs 73 Prog’s     
First-Run Hours 89 Hrs     
      
Total Programs, 
including Replay 

541 Prog’     

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

619 Hrs     
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A. iv.  High School TV Programs  (EDUCATION Channel  16) 
  2006/2007 (NINE MONTHS) 

 Lee High 
School’s 
“Lee 
Live!” 

Monument 
Mountain’s  
“MMTV” 

Mt. Everett’s 
“The Morning 
Show” 

  

      
First-Run Programs 17 Prog’s 41 Prog’s 117 Prog’s   
First-Run Hours 14 31 29   
      
Live Programs 17 Prog’s 41 Prog’s 117 Prog’s   
Live Hours 14 31 29   
      
Total Programs, 
including Replay 

160 
Prog’s 

197 Prog’s 117 Prog’s   

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

108 
Prog’s 

94 Prog’s 29 Prog’s   

Note:  For statistical purposes, “MMTV” is considered to be produced by CTSB, since 
the CTSB studio is utilized.  “Lee Live!” and “The Morning Show” are produced by their 
respective high schools. 
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B. Berkshire County Produced Programming 
 
This category reflects the programs submitted to CTSB that were produced in Berkshire 
County, but not produced with CTSB equipment or by CTSB members. 
 

 2006/2007 
[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

      
PUBLIC 

 (Programs // Hours) 
266 Prog’s 
// 213 Hrs 

303 Prog’s 
// 261 Hrs 

   

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

31 Prog’s 
// 19 Hrs 

97 Prog’s 
// 75 Hrs 

   

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

11 Prog’s 
// 8 Hrs 

4 Prog’s // 
1 Hr 

   

First-Run Programs 308 
Prog’s 

404 
Prog’s** 

365 421 499 

First-Run Hours 240 Hrs 339 Hrs** 323 353 431 
      

PUBLIC 
 (Programs // Hours) 

     

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

 64 Prog’s 
// 25 Hrs 

   

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

     

Live Programs  64 
Prog’s** 

9  1 

Live Hours  25 Hrs** 10  0.5 
      

PUBLIC 
 (Programs // Hours) 

2894 
Prog’s // 
2088 Hrs 

2823 
Prog’s // 
1919 Hrs 

   

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

406 Prog’s 
// 215 Hrs 

540 Prog’s 
// 569 Hrs 

   

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

121 Prog’s 
// 94 Hrs 

48 Prog’s 
// 23 Hrs 

   

PSA (Programs // 
Hours) 

see 
“Interstitials” 
below 

179 Prog’s 
// 84 Hrs 

233 Prog’s 
// 19 Hrs 

  

Total Programs, 
including Replay 

3421 
Prog’s 

3411 
Prog’s** 

2278 1499 1160 

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

2396 Hrs 2511 
Hrs** 

1557 1106 975 
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C. Outside & Wraparound Programming 
 
This category includes programs that are produced outside of Berkshire County and 
submitted by members of CTSB and/or are cablecast by a non-member local sponsor 
as a Wraparound program, and satellite programming. 
 

 2006/2007 
[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

      
PUBLIC 

 (Programs // Hours) 
129 Prog’s 
//  115 Hrs 

111 Prog’s 
// 73 Hrs 

   

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

 90 Prog’s 
// 334 Hrs 

   

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

23 Prog’s 
// 13 Hrs 

29 Prog’s 
// 13 Hrs 

   

First-Run 
Programs** 

152 Prog’s 230 Prog’s 152 Prog’s 187 249 

First-Run Hours** 128 Hrs 421 Hrs 82 Hrs 142 244 
      

PUBLIC 
 (Programs // Hours) 

     

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

 138 Prog’s 
// 533 Hrs 

   

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

     

Live Programs**  138 Prog’s  6 24 
Live Hours**  533 Hrs  24 105 
      

PUBLIC 
 (Programs // Hours) 

453 Prog’s 
//  306 Hrs 

1097 
Prog/s // 
1080 Hrs 

   

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

 160 Prog’s 
// 624 Hrs 

   

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

106 Prog’s 
// 65 Hrs 

125 Prog’s 
// 60 Hrs 

   

PSA (Programs // 
Hours) 

see 
“Interstitials” 
below 

100 
Prog’s** // 
48 Hrs** 

84 
Prog’s** // 
13 Hrs** 

  

Total Programs, 
including Replay 

877 
Prog’s 

1382 
Prog’s** 

600 
Prog’s** 

687 512 

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

1085 Hrs 1765 
Hrs** 

360 Hrs** 346 569 
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D. Interstitials (PSAs) 
 
This category includes public service announcements of all kinds. 
 

 2006/2007 
[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

      
PUBLIC 

 (Programs // Hours) 
10 Prog’s 
//1.5 Hrs 

    

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

4 Prog’s // 
0.25 Hrs 

    

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

2 Prog’s // 
0.08 Hrs 

    

First-Run 
Programs** 

16 Prog’s     

First-Run Hours** 1.8 Hrs     
      

PUBLIC 
 (Programs // Hours) 

 334 
Prog’s // 
32 Hrs 

    

EDUCATION 
(Programs // Hours) 

123 Prog’s 
//8.75 Hrs 

    

GOVERNMENT 
(Programs // Hours) 

107 Prog’s 
//8.86 Hrs 

    

Total Programs, 
including Replay 

 564 
Prog’s 

100 Prog’s 84 Prog’s   

Total Hours, 
including Replay 

 49 Hrs 48 Hrs 13 Hrs   

      
 2006/2007 

[NINE 
MONTHS] 

2005/2006 2004/2005 2003/2004 2002/2003 

 
 
 
 
* Data from the period February 13 -- 28, 2006, and from June 18 – 30, 2006 are not completely 
entered. 
 
** Includes Public Service Announcements (PSAs). 
             


